Did anything change?


By Jack Balshaw


11/8/96





I just returned from New Hampshire, the bastion of rock solid conservatism.  Their principal newspaper is so outrageously partisan it makes the political conflict we’ve experienced in Petaluma during the last two years seem like a minor disagreement over the proper temperature to serve wine. The paper uses the words “liberal” and “Democrat” in the same manner as “convicted felon”.  





Yet, the voters of the state elected a woman Democrat as governor.  The first woman governor ever and the first Democratic governor in 20 years.  To say the paper accepted her election grudgingly would be to give it more credit than it deserved.  Her “honeymoon” lasted until the next edition.  The paper will do everything it can to prevent change. 





The national elections brought no surprises. While the legislative branch remained under the control of the Republicans, the country saw fit to return President Clinton to office.  But, as in New Hampshire, there seemed to be little acceptance that the team for the next two to four years has been chosen and it’s time to reconcile and work together for the good of the country. The initial outlook is for continued personal attacks and the pushing of party ideologies.  Not much will change, except for the line item veto.





Returning from vacation, I was surprised to see the clean sweep for the “new guard” in the local election.  I had anticipated two, but not three, Council seats to go that way.  This provides Petaluma with the opportunity to see the difference, if any, between the old and new Council. No fuzzy transition, just instant change.  Maybe.





Let’s hope, unlike the New Hampshire and national elections, the personal attacks from both the elected officials and their supporters cease and our Council focuses on the nuts and bolts of improving the day to day quality of life in Petaluma.





It’s beginning to seem, at all levels, elected officials are pursuing their own or their closest supporters’ interests to the exclusion of the general public.  Whether it’s a Democrat or a Republican, a liberal or a conservative, an environmentalist or a developer, or any other identified ideology that wins by a 51% vote, does this mean that the other 49% can expect to be ignored?


  


In our City Council elections, it is rare for any candidate to get selected by 50% of the voters, even as their third choice.  Yet, once elected, you would think some of them have a mandate to pursue whatever they or any minority of their supporters want to change. 





The same for state and federal office holders who get 51% of the vote when less than 60% of registered voters actually vote.  If all persons over 18 years of age were included, probably less than 50% of adults regularly vote. In just about every instance, the person elected was elected by a majority of the minority who voted.





Those who are elected to represent us all, need to be reminded of that fact frequently. Nationally, Republicans and conservatives need to remember that, while the public split its vote to continue the fiscal policies they represent, it also split its vote to provide for a kinder/gentler end product.





And the Democrats and liberals need to remember, that while this same public split its vote to provide for a compassionate leadership, it also split its vote to rein in excessive expenditures related to that compassion.





These are the same voters. If they weren’t, there wouldn’t be the political split between the White House and Congress.  It’s the same in Petaluma.  A vote for a person isn’t a proxy to do whatever that elected person wants to do in the voters name.  It’s to do what is good for Petaluma.








  

















